GEOGRAPHY L-4 MAPS 


I. DEFINE THE FOLLOWING: 

a) Map - A map is a graphic representation or a drawing of the Earth’s surface or a 
part of it drawn on a flat surface according to a scale. 

b) Compass -A magnetic compass is an instrument used to find out the directions of 
a place. Its needle always points towards north-south direction. 

c) Atlas- When Maps are put together in a big book, it is called a Atlas. 


II. ANSWER THE FOLLOWING: 

1) Describe the various types of maps. (3m) 

e Physical maps: Maps which show natural features of the Earth such as 
mountains, plateaus, plains, hill ranges, lakes, rivers, seas and oceans are known 
as physical or relief maps. 

e Political Maps: Maps showing districts, cities, towns, villages, states and countries 
and their boundaries are called political maps. 

e Thematic maps: Thematic maps show specific information. For example Road map 
shows the road network of an area. 


2) What are the three components of a Map? (1M) 
The three Components of Maps are distance, direction and symbol. 


3) What are Cardinal Points? Name the Four intermediate 
directions with the help of a diagram. (3M) 


x 
South-West 


e The four cardinal points are north, south, east and west. 
e The four intermediate direction are north east, south east, north 
west, south west. 


South 


4) What are conventional symbols? How does it help us to read the map? 
Give any 2 example. (5m) 


e The common signs and symbols that are internationally accepted and used in 
maps are called Conventional Symbols. 

e While drawing a map, it is not possible to show the actual shapes and sizes of the 
different features, so they are depicted by using certain letters, shades, colours, 
signs or symbols. 

e These symbols not only make the maps easy to interpret, but also give a lot 
information in a limited space. 


e Bridge- ~——., post office- PO 


5) What do you mean by the term “The Scale of the Map”? (1M) 
Scale is the ratio between the actual distance on the ground and the distance shown 
on the map. 


6) Differentiate between a sketch and a plan. (2M) 

e A rough drawing of any area, based on memory, drawn without a scale is called a 
sketch. 

e A plan is a detailed drawing of a small area drawn on a very large scale with all 
necessary minute details. 


